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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE TO CHANGE FLOOD STAGE
AT RIO CULEBRINAS AT MARGARITA DAM NEAR AGUADA

The National Weather Service forecast office in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and the
Southeast River Forecast Center (SERFC) in Atlanta, Ga. will officially change the river flood
stage on the Rio Culebrinas River at Margarita Dam near Aguada. The new flood stage will
increase by one foot and will help eliminate the current problem of OoveswarningO our customers
in our mission of helping to protect the lives and property commuters and people living in the
flood plain of the river in the Coloso Valley near Aguada and Aguadilla.

Flood stage/Minor flood category on the Rio Culebrinas River at Margarita Dam near
Aguada is currently14 feet and will be raised to 15 feet. At 15 feet, there is some minor flooding
in low lying agricultural fields of the valley and along CARR #115 and 418. Moderate flood
category will be raised from 16 feet to 17 feet and the Major flood category will remain at 18
feet.

WFO San Juan provides all weather services for 78 municipalities in Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. The WFO collects meteorological data; prepares and disseminates weather
forecasts, river and flood forecasts and warnings; and, issues severe weather watches and
warnings to the public.

Additional partners in providing information for this change include the U.S. Geological
Survey and the Puerto Rico Emergency Management Agency. For additional information, visit:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/sju or http://www.srh.noaa.gov/serfc .
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